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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY,  1925. 

Area,  3,854  acres. 

Population,  estimated  20', 000.  Registrar-General  (for  this  report) 
19,320'.  Census  1921,  17,301. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1925),  4,141.  1921,  3,434. 

Number  of  families  or  occupiers,  4,860‘.  1921,  3,900  approxi¬ 

mately. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate,  ;^408. 

District  Rate  ^.205. 

Poor  Rate  ^:203. 

Rateable  value,  ;£,57,246. 

General  District  Rate,  4/9  in  the  ;£/. 

Poor  Rate,  8/-  in  the  ^0  Amount  of  Poor  Law  relief  :  Out-rehef, 
^92,348  lO's.  9d.  ;  Lhrempioyment  Relief,  ;£/14  8s.  Ocl. 

Birth  Rate,  23.0. 

Death  Rate,  11.38. 

Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1,000'  births,  87.4. 

Zymotic  Death  Rate,  1.08. 

dotal  Deaths  from  Diarrhoea,  2.  Rate  per  1,000  Births,  4.4. 
Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  16. 

Deaths  from  other  Tuberculous  Diseases,  2. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OK  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE 

SEDGLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sedgley  Urban 

Distt  ict  Council, 

Gentleimen, 

1  beg-  to  submit  to  you  my  report  for  the  year  1925.  This 
year's  report  is  what  the  Ministry  of  Health  terms  a  .Survey 
Report,  and  consists  of  a  comparison  of  statistics  and  a  review 
of  the  work  done  and  the  progress  made  during-  the  past  five 
years  in  improving-  the  sanitary  condition  of  your  district. 

The  Lh'ban  District  of  Sedg-ley  is  bounded  on  the  North  by 
the  Borough  of  WTh  erhampton  ;  on  the  South  by  the  Borough 
of  Dudley  and  a  part  of  Kingswinford  Rural  District ;  on  the 
Last  by  Coseley  Lh'ban  District ;  and  on  the  West  by  Seisdon 
Rural  District. 

Facing  North  the  District  lies  mainly  on  the  left  of  a  ridge 
extending  from  Dudley  to  Wolverhampton,  and  considerable 
variations  in  altitude  are  met  with  ;  in  rather  less  than  two  miles 
the  height  above  sea  level  drops  from  777  feet  at  Sedgley  Beacon 
to  300'  feet  near  Askew  Bridge,  East  tO'  West 

The  variations  in  altitude  along  the  main  road,  from  North  to 
South,  are :  At  the  Wolverhampton  Boundary  527  feet,  at  the 
Council  House  750  feet,  and  at  the  Dudley  Boundary  716  feet. 

The  natural  drainage  is  by  small  watercourses  flowing  east¬ 
ward  into  the  tributaries  of  the  Tame,  and  westward  intO'  the 
tributaries  of  the  Severn. 

The  area  of  the  District  is  3,854  acres,  and  the  population 
has  increased  considerably  since  the  last  census,  when  it  was 
17,301.  For  the  year  under  review  the  population  is  calculated  as 
being  19,320,  giving  an  average  of  5.0  per  acre. 
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The  District  stretches  for  about  four  miles,  from  North  to 
South,  and  about  the  same  from  East  to  West,  and  is  dividrcl 
into  seven  wards.  The  estimated  population  of  the  wards  is — 


Beacon  Ward 

.  4,230 

Central  Ward 

.  2,640 

St,  Peter’s  WMrd 

.  3,940 

South  Ward  ... 

.  2,930 

S.  James’s  Ward 

.  2,455 

Wood  Ward 

.  3,015 

West  Ward 

.  740 

Total  ...  20,000 

The  sub-soil  varies  from  sandstone  and  limestone  along  the 
ridge,  to  clay  and  coal  deeper  down  the  valley- 

There  are  four  main  centres  of  population — Sedgley,  Upper 
Gornal,  Lower  Gornal  and  Gornal  Wood — with  smaller  hamlets 
on  their  borders.  The  population  consists  of  Coal,  Limestone, 
Clay  and  Iron  W'Trkers,  Bricklayers  and  Labourers.  A  consider¬ 
able  number  are  employed’  outside  the  District  in  the  Motor  and 
Engineering  Industries,  and  many  of  the  women  work  in  the 
Tailoring  Lactories. 

The  natural  situation  is  particularly  favourable  from  the  health 
point  of  view,  for  although  we  almost  join  the  Black  Country 
on  our  Eastern  and  Southern  Boundaries,  other  portions  lie  in 
the  midst  of  beautiful  scenery.  The  climate  is,  on  the  whole,  dry 
and  bracing,  and  the  air  pure  and  free  from  smoke. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

1  he  total  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  1925 
was  446 — 211  males  and  235  females ;  of  these  7  were 
illegitimate — 3  males  and  4  females.  This  gives  a  birth-rate  of 
23.0' per  1,000',  as  compared  with  23.3,  23,6,  22.17  and  25,4  in 
the  preceding  four  years-  There  were  in  addition  20  births — 6 
males  and  14  females — in  the  Workhouse  from  other  parishes 
in  the  Union — Dudley,  Rowley,  Tipton  and  Coseley. 


The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  was  220 — 121  males 
and  99  females — a  decrease  of  82  as  compared  with  last  year, 
when  it  was  252.  This  gives  a  death-rate  of  11.88  per  1,000  in 
comparison  with  18.1,  11.8,  12.3  and  11.1  in  the  preceding  f(mr 
years.  There  were  in  addition  114  deaths — 61  males,  58  females — 
in  the  Workhouse  belonging  to  other  parishes.  The  number  of 
deaths  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  childbirth  was  0,  as  compared 
with  0,  2,  0,  4  in  preceding  years.  44ie  number  of  deaths  of 
infants  under  one  year,  per  1,000  births,  was  87.4  (78.48 
legitimate,  8.96  illegitimate),  as  compared  with  84.7  in  19'24,  and 
67.8,  125  and  80'. 0  in  the  previous  three  years. 

4  he  deaths  from  Measles  were :  1925,  5 ;  preceding 

four  years,  1,  18,  O',  2. 

4  he  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  were:  1925,  14;  preceding 
four  years,  2,  0,  8,  0. 

44ie  deaths  from  Diarrhoea,  under  two  years,  were  2;  pre¬ 
ceding  four  years  2,  5,  5,  3. 

A  table  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General,  giving  the  causes 
of  all  deaths  in  the  district,  is  appended. 


SEDGLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURIXG  THE  YEAR  ig2S. 


Causes  uf  Death 

iM  ATES 

Females 

All  Causes 

...  124 

...  99 

1  Enteric  Fever 

0 

0 

2  Small-pox 

0 

0 

3  Measles 

3 

2 

4  Scarlet  Fever 

2 

1 

5  Whooping  Cough  ... 

5 

9 

6  Diphtheria 

O' 

0 

7  Influenza 

4 

7 

8  Encephalitis  Eethargica 

0 

0' 

9  Meningococcal  Meningitis 

0 

0 

10'  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

11 

5 

11  Other  4Tiberculous  Diseases 

2 

0 
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SEDGLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DUREVG  THE  YEAR  1^2$. 


Causes  of  Death 

M  AI.FS 

Femaihs 

12  Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

t  •  •  •  •  • 

5 

1 

13  Rheumatic  Fever  ...  ... 

•  •  .  ... 

0 

0 

14  Diabetes 

.  «  .  •  .  • 

2 

2 

15  Cerebal  Hcemorrhage,  &c- 

.  .  «  ... 

2 

...  < 

16  Heart  Disease 

...  ... 

9 

8 

17  Arterio-sclerosis 

...  ... 

0 

1 

18  Bronchitis 

...  ... 

4 

5 

19  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

•  •  •  ... 

18 

14 

20  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

...  ... 

2 

0 

21  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

...  ... 

1 

1 

22  Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2  years) 

...  ... 

2 

0 

23  Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

...  ... 

0 

0 

24  Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

.  .  •  ... 

0' 

0 

25  Acute  and  Chronic  Xeohritis 

...  ... 

2 

1 

26  Puerperal  Sepsis 

...  ... 

0 

0 

27  Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of 

Pregnancy  and  Parturition 

...  ... 

0 

0 

28  Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation, 

Premature  Birth 

...  ... 

12 

6 

29  Suicide 

...  ... 

2 

1 

30'  Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

...  ... 

3 

3 

31  Other  Defined  Diseases 

...  ... 

30 

...  25 

32  Causes  Ill-defined  or  Lbiknown 

...  ... 

0 

0 

Special  Causes  (included  above)- 

Poliomyelitis 

...  ... 

0 

0 

Polioencephalitis 

•  •  •  .  .  • 

0 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  vear  - 

Total  ... 
Illegitimat 

20 

e  3 

19 

1 

Total  Births 

211 

. . .  235 

Legitimate 

.  r  .  ... 

208 

...  231 

Illegitimate 

3 

4 

i  Population 

1 

... 

19,320 
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Causes  of  Sickness. 

1  he  principal  causes  of  sickness  during-  1925  were  Whooping- 
Cough,  Influenza,  Scarlet  Fever,  Measles,  Diphtheria,  and 
Respiratory  Diseases.  Whooping  Cough  and  Influenza  were 
epidemic,  causing  14  and  11  deaths  respectively.  Respiratory 
Diseases  were  responsible  for  59  deaths.  Measles  o.  Scarlet  Fever 
o,  and  Diphtheria  0. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year  were  as 
tollows  : — Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  25,  Non-Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis  9,  Diphtheria  24,  Scarlet  Fever  53,  Ihieumonia 
17,  Encephalitis  Lethargica  4,  Polioencephalitis  1,  Puerperal 
Fever  1,  Erysipelas  10,  and  Ophthalmia  Neo-natorum  1. 

Below  is  shewn  a  table  with  the  deaths  from  these  diseases 
arranged  according  to  age,  and  with  the  zymotic  death-rate  as 
compared  with  that  for  England  and  Wales.  further  table  is 
added  giving  a  comparison  of  the  numbers  notified  during  the  years 
1921  to  1925.  Examination  of  the  latter  table  shews  that  Scarlet 
Fever  and  Diphtheria  appear  to  be  endemic,  with  a  tendency  to 
become  epidemic  at  intervals  of  about  five  years.  44-iat  most  of 
our  houses  are  small  and  overcrowded,  and  even  an  attempt  to 
isolate  impossible  makes  the  control  of  these  diseases 
very  difficult.  Fortunately  the  Scarlet  Fever  has  been  of  a  mild 
type,  being  responsible  for  only  three  deaths  during  the  whole 
period,  while  the  early  use  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  has  kept  the 
deaths  from  Diphtheria  down  to  eight  for  the  same  period- 

Neither  the  Schick  nor  the  Dick  test  has  been  used  in  this 
area,  but  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  supplied  free,  both  for  cases  and 
contacts.  The  number  of  notifications  of  I^ulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis  are  increasing ;  this  is  due  more  to  a  greater  care  in 
diagnosis  than  to  any  increase  in  the  disease  itself.  Notification 
of  Tuberculosis  is  efficient,  and  the  ratio  of  non-notified  Tuber¬ 
culosis  deaths  to  total  Tuberculosis  deaths  is  0'  to  1. 

Notification  of  Pnuemonia  has  had  no  influence  upon 
the  number  of  cases. 
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Xo  cases  of  Malaria,  Dysentery  or  Trench  Fever  have  been 
notified  since  these  diseases  became  notifiable. 

No  vaccinations  or  re-vaccinations  have  been  performed 
under  the  Public  Health  (Small-pox  Prevention)  Regulations, 
1917. 

Influenza  continues  to  be  prevalent,  being  responsible  for  1 1 


deaths,  as  compared  with 

18 

in  1924,  an 

d  7,  13 

and  11  in 

the 

preceding  years.  This  gives  a  death-rate 
with  0.32  for  England  and  Wales. 

of  0.56, 

as  comp 

ared 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

Scarlatina  ...  . 

77 

...  23  . . 

.  21  .. 

.  13  ... 

53 

Diphtheria  . 

27 

...  22  . . 

15 

.  8 

24 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

4 

...  0  .. 

.  0  . 

1  ... 

1 

Pneumonia  . 

9 

...  24  .. 

.  18  . 

.  23  ... 

17 

Pulmonary  T.B . 

10 

...  14  . . 

.  22  . 

.  23  ... 

25 

Non-Pulmonary  . 

5 

...  14  .. 

.  8  . 

4  ... 

9 

Erysipelas 

8 

...  15  .. 

.  12  . 

.  14  ... 

10 

Ophthalmia  Neo-natcrum 

2 

...  0  .. 

0  , 

.  2  ... 

1 

E  n  c  ep  h  a  1  i  t  i  s  L  e  t  h  a  r  gi  c  a 

0 

1  .. 

0  . 

0  ... 

1 

Polioencephalitis  . 

.  0 

0  . . 

.  0  . 

.  0  ... 

1 

Total  .  1 

42 

...  113  .. 

.  96  ., 

.  88  ... 

112 

SUMMARY  OF  NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS,  HOSPITALS 
AND  OTHER  INSTITUTIONS  AVAILABLE  EOR  THE 
DISTRICT 

General  and  Obstetric  nursing  is  supplied  by  certified  mid- 
wives  acting  under  the  control  of  the  County.  In  addition  there 
is  a  branch  of  the  Staffordshire  County  Nursing  Association, 
employing'  one  nurse,  for  Sedgley  only. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Clinics  are  held'  at  the  General  Hospital,  Wolverhampton,  for 
the  treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases. 

I  uberculosis  is  treated  at  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  in 
Dudley  and  Wolverhampton,  under  the  scheme  of  the  National 
Health  Insurance  Act.  Suitable  cases  are  sent  to  various 
sanatoria. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  1925. 
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Hospitals  Provided  or  Subsidised  by  the  Local  Authorities  or 
County  Councils  for  the  Treatment  of — 

(a)  Tuberculosis,  The  Dispensaries,  Parsons  Street,  Dudley, 
and  Bell  Street,  Wolverhampton;  (b)  Maternity,  none;  (c) 
Children,  none;  (d)  Fever,  none;  (e)  Smallpox,  the  Local 
Authority  has  a  share  in  the  Conjoint  Small-pox  Hospital; 
(other)  Typhoid  Fever  and  Diphtheria  are  treated  in  the  General 
Hospital,  Wolverhampton,  at  the  expense  of  the  Local  Authority. 

The  Hospitals  available  for  the  district  are  all  situate  outside. 
These  are: — WTlverhampton,  the  General  Hospital,  the  Women’s 
Hospital,  and  the  Eye  Infirmary ;  Dudley,  the  Guest  Hospital, 
which  also  has  provision  for  the  treatment  of  eye  diseases. 

No'  institutional  treatment  is  provided  for  unmarried  mothers 
or  illegitimate  children,  but  homeless  children  are  cared  for  by  the 
Guardians- 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

1.  Infectious  Cases. — An  ambulance  Is  provided  by  the  Con¬ 
joint  Board  for  the  removal  of  Small-pox  cases,  otherwise  there 
is  none.  2.  Accident  Cases. — No'  ambulance  is  available. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  founded  by  the 
Local  Authority  in  1917,  and  transferred  toi  the  County  Authority 
In  1920',  is  growing  steadily  in  importance.  There  are  three 
nurses  in  residence  and  a  medical  man  attends  weekly-  Provision 
i^  made  for  dental  and  ophthalmic  treatment  in  addition  to-  the 
ordinary  work  of  the  Centre. 

Infant  Welfare  and  School  Work. 

There  is  no'  change  in  the  staff,  and  the  Centre  continues  to 
be  used  for  training  purposes.  In  addition  to  the  Tipton  midwives 
it  has  been  found  helpful  tO'  the  newly-appointed  whole-time 
nurses  to  have  a  similar  course  before  taking  up  their  new  district. 
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We  had  a  re-arrangement  of  work  in  January  so  as  to  allow 
each  nurse  her  own  district.  This  enabled  less  overlapping  and 
more  concentration  on  the  following  up  of  school  work.  Much 
time  and  visiting  has  been  given  to  verminous  work  in  the  parish, 
and  there  is  now  a  very  high  standard  of  cleanliness  in  the 
schools.  This  work  must  be  continued  until  every  child  is  free 
from  vermin. 

The  Infant  Welfare  and  School  Clinic  is  open  every  Tuesday, 
morning  for  school  children  and  afternoon  for  Baby  Welfare, 
with  the  Doctor  in  attendance  for  consultations.  The  School 
Clinic  is  open  daily,  except  Saturday,  for  minor  ailments. 

The  babies  and  toddlers  attending  the  Welfare  are  weighed 
and  each  mother  given  advice.  Those  visiting  for  the  first  time 
see  the  Doctor,  and  as  the  mother  desires  afterwards  from  time 
to  time.  The  advice  and  help  given  is  much  appreciated. 

Miss  Howl,  The  Quarries,  gave  a  most  successful  garden 
party  and  tea  to  the  Welfare  mothers.  This  year  they  were 
honoured  by  the  presence  of  our  own  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson,  Stafford,  and  our  Inspector,  Miss  Hardy, 
Mrs.  Anderson  judged  the  garments,  and  highly  commended  all 
the  entries,  the  utility  section  being  exceptionally  good.  There 
were  some  239  mothers,  and  about  50  entries. 

Dental  Clinic. — The  Clinic  is  open  three  days  weekly,  from 
October  to  March,  at  Sedgley,  and  the  remainder  of  the  year 
divided  between  Redhall  and  Robert  Street  Schools. 


LABOKATOI^Y  WORK. 

Pathological  and  bacteriological  specimens  may  be  sent  to 
the  County  Bacteriological  Laboratory,  Lichfield.  Diphtheria 
swabs,  sputum,  urine,  faeces,  and  other  specimens  having  a 
public  health  bearing  are  examined  free.  This  facility  is  in 
general  use  by  the  practitioners  in  the  district. 
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LIST  OF  ADOPTIVE  ACTS,  BYE  LAWS  &  REGULATIONS 
relating  to  Public  Health  in  force  in  the  district,  and  date 
of  adoption. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

Parts  2,  3  and  5,  adopted  July,  1891. 

Infectious  Disease  Notification  Act,  1889,  adopted  January,  1891. 
Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act,  1890,  adopted  May,  1891. 
Bye-laws: — New  Streets  &  Buildings,  confirmed  November,  1911. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Regulations, 
confirmed  July,  1900'. 

Tents,  Vans,  etc..  Regulations,  confirmed  November, 
1911. 

Slaughterhouse  Regulations,  confirmed  November, 
1900'. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925. 

Parts  2,  3,  4  and  5,  adopted  December,  1925. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

With  the  exception  of'  about  50'  houses  on  the  border  of  our 
district  and  within  the  area  supplied  by  Wolverhampton  Corpora¬ 
tion,  the  whole  of  the  district  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  South 
Staffordshire  Water  Works  Company.  The  water  is  drawn  from 
areas  outside  the  district ;  the  supply  is  constant  and  of  good 
quality,  but  very  hard.  Eleven  new  houses  have  been  connected 
with  the  mains,  and  by  reason  of  the  alterations  in  drainage 
many  of  the  old'  houses  have  been  provided  with  an  improved 
supply,  water  being  now  laid  on  to  the  sinks.  Rain-water  wells 
and  cisterns,  where  existing,  are  used  for  cleansing  and  washing 
purposes  in  preference  to  the  public  supply,  owing  to  the  extreme 
hardness  of  the  latter. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  only  streams  we  have  in  the  district  are  small  water¬ 
courses  carrying  off  storm  water,  and  draining  into  tributaries  of 
the  Severn  and  Tame,  These  are  subject  tO'  pollution  from  slop- 
water. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

During'  the  past  five  years  the  arrangements  for  drainage, 
sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  have  undergone  many  important 
changes.  In  1921,  except  for  a  small  disposal  works  at  Sedgley, 
provided  to  deal  with  sewage  from  250  houses,  the  district  was 
unsewered.  From  schemes  prepared  by  Messrs.  Wilcox  and 
Raikes,  the  work  ol  providing  Sewage  Disposal  Works  for 
Sedgley  and  Upper  Gornal  was  commenced  in  1922,  and 
completed  in  the  early  part  of  1924. 

The  following  description  of  Sedgley  and  Upper  Gornal 
Disposal  Works,  which  formed  part  of  the  report  1923,  is  added 
for  reference  : — 

The  Sedgley  Disposal  Works  are  situated  at  Turls  Hill,  on 
land  south  of  Gorge  Road  adjoining  the  boundary  of  the  Urban 
District  of  Coseley.  The  road  level  opposite  the  works  is  679  feet 
above  sea  level,  the  land  at  this  point  is  much  below  the  road 
level,  with  a  good  fall  in  a  southerly  direction.  The  site  of  the 
works  is  over  100'  yards  from  the  road,  and  the  nearest  house  is 
over  120  yards  distant  in  a  north-westerly  direction. 

The  present  works  are  designed  to  provide  for  a  population 
of  6,000'  with  a  dry  weather  flow  of  120,006  gallons  per  day,  or 
at  the  rate  of  20'  gallons  per  head. 

The  present  population  estimated  on  a  basis  of  5  per  house 
is  5,470'. 

The  area  provided  for  the  works  is  6^  acres. 

A  brief  description  of  the  treatment  of  the  sewage  at  the 
works,  taken  from  the  Engineer’s  Report,  is  provided  for  the 
information  of  the  Council. 

The  sewage  on  arrival  at  the  works  is  discharged  into  two 
detritus  and  screening  tanks.  The  eft'luent  from  the  tanks  is 
passed  over  a  weir  into  a  channel,  and  thence  through  cast-iron 
pipes  into  two  siphon  chambers  fitted  with  alternating  siphons. 
The  siphons  discharge  on  to  the  filters.  There  are  four  circular 
filters,  each  60  feet  in  diameter  with  an  average  depth  of  5  feet. 
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Each  filter  is  fitted  with  a  revolving'  distributor  and  filled  with 
suitable  media  graded  from  the  bottom. 

6  inches,  2  to  3  inch  slag. 

3  feet  6  ,,  f  to  1|  ,,  ,, 

6  ,  ,  ^  to  4  )  J  1 J 

The  effluent  from  the  filters  is  discharged  into  chambers  and 
conveyed  tO'  a  humus  tank,  passing  therefrom  into*  the  brook 
which  flows  past  the  site  of  the  works. 


The  following  are  the  principal  levels  : — 
Top  water  level  of  sedimentation  tank 

653.0  feet. 

Average  floor  level  of  , ,  , , 

653.0  ,, 

Top  water  level  of  siphon  chambers 

657.0  ,, 

Top  level  of  filters 

655.0'  ,, 

Outlet  from  filters 

649.25  ,, 

Top  water  level  of  humus  tank 

648.0  ,, 

Top  water  level  of  storm  water  tank 

650'.  5  , , 

Average  floor  level  of  storm  water  tank  . . , 

644.5  ,, 

Top  level  of  sludge  beds 

645.5  ,, 

Invert  of  mouth  of  effluent  drain  ... 

648.0  ,, 

A  small  pumping  station  has  been  erected  adjoining 

northern  boundary  of  the  Beacon  Housing  Site,  to  deal  with  the 
sewage  from  42  houses  which  cannot  drain  by  gravitation  to  the 
Turls  Hill  Works.  A  pump  well  is  provided,  ha\  ing  a  capacity  of 
0,000  gallons,  together  with  pumping  machinery  consisting  of 
one  5b-h.p.  vertical  gas  engine  and  one  3-inch  Stercophagus  pump 
erected  in  a  small  brick  engine  house.  dhis  pumping  plant  is 
capable  of  raising  the  dry  weather  flow  of  4,200  gallons  in 
hours  to  the  existing  gravitation  sewer  in  Greenway. 

UPPER  GORNAL  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS. 

4  h(  Upper  Gornal  Disposal  Works  are  situated  at  Goosey 
Green,  in  close  proximity  to  the  boundary  of  the  Coselev  Lh'ban 
District. 

The  land  falls  in  an  easterly  direction. 
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The  nearest  house  is  on  the  Clarence  Street  site,  and  is  over 
175  yards  distant  from  the  works,  which  are  north  of  same. 

The  works  are  designed  to  provide  for  a  population  of  3,000, 
with  a  dry  weather  flow  of  20'  gallons  per  head  per  day. 

The  present  population  is  estimated  at  2,780. 

There  are  three  filters  of  50'  feet  diameter.  The  sewage  is 
treated  on  lines  similar  tO'  that  provided  at  Turls  Hill  Works, 
d  he  effluent  is  discharged  into  the  brook,  which  flows  past  the 
site.  The  main  road  at  a  point  opposite  the  works  is  733  feet 
above  sea  level.  The  works  are  570  yards  east  of  the  road  at 
this  point,  and  the  fall  between  the  two  places  is  shown  tO'  be 
considerable,  the  water  level  of  the  sedimentation  tank  being 
611.50'.  The  principal  levels  are: — 

Top  water  level  of  sedimentation  tanks  ...  611.50  feet. 


Average  floor  level  of  ,,  ,,  ...  608.0 

Top  water  level  of  siphon  chambers  ...  610.50 

Top  level  of  filters  ...  ...  ...  ...  608.50 

Outlet  from  filters  ...  ...  ...  ...  602.50 

Top  water  level  of  humus  tank  ...  ...  601.50' 

Top  water  level  of  storm  water  tank  ...  610:50' 

Average  floor  level  of  storm  water  tank  ...  606.0 

Top  level  of  sludge  beds  ...  ...  ...  602.0 

Invert  of  mouth  of  effluent  drain  ...  595.0' 


Further  schemes  for  providing  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  and 
for  sewering  Lower  Gornal  and  Gornal  Wood,  were  prepared  by 
the  same  engineers  in  1924,  and  accepted  by  the  Council. 

The  first  contract  for  Gornal  Wood,  embracing  four  miles  of 
sewers,  was  commenced  in  February,  1925,  and  completed  in 
September. 

The  second  contract,  embracing  twelve  miles  of  sewers,  was 
commenced  in  August,  1925,  and  about  one-third  completed  by 
the  end  of  the  year. 
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The  Disposal  Works  for  these  areas  was  started  in  October, 
1925,  and  substantial  progress  has  been  made. 

The  difficulty  of  securing  land  for  sewage  disposal  was 
referred  to  in  1921,  and  to  this  must  be  attributed  the  fact  that 
the  sewers  completed  are  lying  idle. 

SCAVENGING. 

The  removal  and  dispO'sal  of  house  refuse  is  dealt  with  in 
the  report  of  your  Inspector,  who  has  been  responsible  for  the 
management  of  this  work  since  October,  1922. 

The  work  has  fallen  into  arrears  in  the  Lower  Gornal  area 
owing  to  the  difficulties  operating  during  the  year,  and  special 
attention  is  needed  so  that  an  improved  standard  of  cleansing 
can  be  brought  about. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

Systematic  inspection  is  carried  out.  Full  particulars  will 
be  found  under  Housing  and  in  the  Inspector’s  report. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

The  smoke  nuisance  is  not  appreciable  in  this  area. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  work  of  privy  conversion  is  proceeding  satisfactorily  at 
Sedgley  and  Upper  Gornal,  but  the  conservency  system  is  general 
throughout  Lower  Gornal,  the  Straits  and  Gospel  End  Village. 

Of  the  privies  existing  90  per  cent,  are  of  a  type  which  allows 
the  ashes  tO'  mix  with  the  excrement,  the  privy  and  ashpit  being 
combined  in  one  structure,  the  remaining  10  per  cent,  have  privy- 
cesspits.  The  structures  vary  much  in  size,  and  have  a  storage 
capacity  varying  from  two  to  six  months. 

There  are  no  pail  closets,  nor  are  there  any  slop-water  closets 
existing.  At  the  end  of  1925  there  were  1,405  water  closets  against 
1,101  in  the  previous  year,  2,246  privies  against  2,483  last  year, 
1,829  ashpits  against  1,983,  and  1,284  ashbins  against  1,040. 
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In  the  year  1921  the  conveniences  were  as  follows  ; — Privies 
2,553,  ashpits  2,031,  ashbins  179,  and  water  closets  299. 
Comparing-  this  year’s  fig'ures  with  those  of  1921  we  find  that 
there  are  1,405  water  closets  instead  of  299,  1,284  ashbins  instead 
of  179,  and  307  privies  and  202  ashpits  have  been  abolished. 

During-  the  year  288  houses  and  three  schools  have  been  con¬ 
verted  to  the  water  carriage  system. 

Conversions  are  being  carried  out  entirely  at  the  cost  of 
owners  of  property,  the  cost  of  the  improvement  being  added  to 
the  rent  up  to  the  maximum  allowed  by  the  Rent  Restriction  Act, 
8  per  cent.  This  arrangement  is  working  well,  many  tenants  will¬ 
ingly  agreeing  to  pay  lor  the  improvement  effected. 

Owners  of  property  are  being  required  to  provide  separate 
closet  accommodation  for  each  house  and  the  conveniences 
hitherto  used  in  oomm.on  are  now  being  abolished. 

Schools. 

The  schools  in  this  area  are  under  the  control  of  the 
Staffordshire  Education  Committee.  Their  sanitary  condition  is 
good,  they  are  supplied  with  water  from  the  public  mains,  and 
recently  three  have  been  converted  to  a  water  carriage  system. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  close  any  school  during  the 
year.  When  closure  is  required,  the  system  of  class  closure  is 
favoured. 

School  Clinics  are  held,  special  attention  being  given  to 
cleanliness.  The  standard  of  cleanliness  is  high  and  the  district 
compares  very  favourably  with  surrounding  areas. 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 
CONTROLLED  BY  BYE=LAWS  OR  REGULATIONS. 

There  are  no  houses  let  in  lodgings,  offensive  trades  or 
underground  sleeping  rooms.  Slaughter-houses  are  controlled  by 
Bye-Laws,  and  the  control  of  fish  frying  establishments  is  under 
consideration. 
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OTHER  SANITARY  CONDITIONS  REQUIRING  NOTICE. 

Road  scavenging-  in  this  district  requires  urgent  attention. 
The  present  system  of  dumping  road  scrapings  on  the  nearest 
vacant  spot,  often  in  front  of  and  close  to  dwelling  houses,  should 
be  replaced  by  one  which  entails  the  carting  of  the  refuse  to 
the  nearest  tip. 


HOUSING. 

During  the  past  five  years  a  great  advance  has  been  made 
in  our  general  housing  conditions. 

Under  the  State-assisted  Housing  Scheme  1919,  800'  lionses 
have  been  built  on  three  sites,  the  Beacon  site,  Sedgley,  contain¬ 
ing  408  houses ;  the  Clanence  Street  site.  Upper  Gonial,  156 
houses ;  and  the  Summer  Lane  site.  Lower  Gornal,  236  houses. 

The  first  house  was  completed  and  occupied  on  the  1st  of 
August,  1921 ;  the  whole  scheme  completed,  and  the  last  house 
occupied  on  September  23rd,  1923.  Fifty  houses  have  been  built 
by  private  enterprise  during  the  years  1921-1925,  of  which  15  are 
subsidy  houses. 

Of  the  old  houses  existing,  a  large  number  are  of  an  inferior 
type,  and  the  standard  of  accommodation,  together  with  the  bad 
condition  ol  repair  into  which  they  have  fallen,  leaves  them  far 
below  the  present-day  requirements.  About  90’  per  cent,  are  of  a 
rateable  value  of  and  under.  The  majority  contain  three  and 
four  rooms,  consisting  of  two^  bedrooms  and  a  living  room,  and 
two  bedrooms  and  living  room  and  scullery.  Owing  tO'  the 
limited  bedroom  capacity,  overcrowding  is  usually  found  existing 
in  this  type  of  house,  where  the  growing  needs  of  the  family 
cannot  be  met. 

There  is  still  a  large  amount  of  overcrowding.  The  waiting 
hst  of  resident  applicants  for  houses,  300'  in  number,  reveals  the 
unpleasant  fact  that  in  59  cases  overcrowding  exists. 

The  following  statement  furnishes  details  of  some  of  the 
worst  cases,  in  which  there  are  157  persons  occupying  16  houses 
containing  32  bedrooms  and  17  living  rooms. 
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Two  2-roomedi  houses,  bedroom  and  living  room,  are 
occupied  by  15  persons  : — 

1.  — Parents  and  5  children. 

2,  — Parents  and  6  children,  4  to  18  years. 

Nine  B'-roomed  houses,  two  bedrooms  and  living,  occupied 
by  9'0‘  persons  : — 

1.  — ^Parents  and  10  children,  1  to  19  years. 

2.  — Parents  and  10  children,  6  months  to  23  vears. 

3.  — Parents  and  6  children,  7  tO'  24  years. 

4.  — Parents  and  7  children,  3  to  19  years. 

5.  — Parents  and  0  children,  5  to  23  years. 

0. — Parents  and  9  children,  4  to  27  years. 

7.  — Parents  and  6  children,  8  to  23  years. 

8.  — Two  families  10'  persons. 

9.  — 4'wo'  families  12  persons. 

Two  4-roomed  houses,  two  bedrooms,  living  room  and 
scullery,  occupied  by  23  persons  : — 

1.  — Parents  and  8  children,  9  to^  18  years. 

2.  — Two  families,  13  persons. 

One  4-roomed  house,  three  bedrooms,  living  room  and 
scullery,  3  families,  13  persons,  7  adults  and  6  children. 

One  6-roomed  house,  three  up,  three  down,  3  families,  16 
persons. 

The  measures  taken  tO'  deal  with  overcrowding  are  limited. 

Property  owners  are  more  insistent  than  formerly  in 
refusing  to  accommodate  large  families.  The  more  frequent  need 
for  repairs  and  cleansing,  due  in  many  cases  to  rough  usage,  and 
the  present  heavy  cost  of  maintaining  property,  causing  them  tO' 
make  a  more  careful  selection  of  tenants. 

The  causes  of  overcrowding  are  almost  entirely  due  to  the 
fact  that  persons  with  large  families  are  unable  to  secure  adequate 
accommodation,  owing  tO'  the  shortage  of  houses. 

4’he  Housing  Committee  of  the  Council  are  endeavouring  to 
meet  this  deficiency  when  suitable  houses  become  vacant,  your 
Inspector  acting  with  a  special  Sub-Committee  for  the  allocation 
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of  houses,  the  needs  of  applicants  being  fully  considered  from  a 
health  standpoint. 

To  meet  the  pronounced  shortage  of  houses  existing  400 
houses  are  needed.  This  number  would  enable  us  to  house 
applicants  in  the  waiting  list,  deal  with  overcrowding,  and  secure 
the  demolition  of  houses  now  under  demolition  orders. 


Housing  Shortage. — A  special  Housing  Committee  was 
appointed  in  July  last  to  consider  housing  accommodation,  and 
the  need  existing  for  a  further  large  number  of  houses.  After 
mature  consideration  they  decided  to  recommend  the  Council  to 
proceed  with  the  erection  of  80’  houses.  This  will  involve  an 
expenditure  equivalent  to  a  2d.  rate  on  the  present  assessable 
value.  The  Council  has  approved  of  this  recommendation  and  the 
Committee  have  been  authorised  to  proceed  with  the  erection  of 
10  houses  in  Eve  Lane,  Upper  Gornal,  the  land  having  been 
acquired,  and  the  plans  prepared  for  10'  houses  by  the  Housing 
Estate  Manager.  Jn  considering  the  local  housing  needs,  how¬ 
ever,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  majority  of  the  applicants 
on  our  waiting  list  are  employed  in  adjoining  districts,  and  what 
may  happen  when  these  districts  have  overtaken  their  housing 
shortage  is  a  matter  of  speculation. 

As  a  result  of  action  taken  during  the  past  five  years,  73 
Closing  Orders  were  made,  46  Closing  Orders  have  been 
determined,  and  59  houses  have  been  demolished.  At  the  end  of 
the  year  1925  there  were  29  houses  under  Closing  Orders,  and 
56  houses  under  Demolition  Orders. 


HOUSING. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing 

Acts,  1919,  1923,  or  1924 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ... 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  (under  1923 

Act) 


Total  for 
1925.  5  years. 

11  850 


0  800 


15 


4 
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1.  Unfit  Dwelling=Houses. 

Inspection — (1)  Total  number  of  clwelling'-houses 
inspected  for  housing-  defects  (under  Public 
Health  or  Housing*  Acts) 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 

inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of.  District)  Regulations,  1910... 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ... 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  tO'  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  lit 
for  human  habitation 


Total  for 
1925.  5  years. 

652  3122 

15  196 

23  122 

3  91 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal 

Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  lit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  5  51 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing, 

Town  Planning,  etc..  Act,  1919  superseded 
Section  3,  Housing  Act,  1925 — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  3  78 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 

rendered  lit : — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3  51 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  0'  14 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance 
of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to 

close  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 


0 
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Total  for 
1925.  5  years. 


P, — Proceedings  under  Public  HealtH  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51  307 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  : — 


(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42  2<0 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners...  0  0 


C. — Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the 
H  ousing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909, 

superseded  by  Sections  11,  14,  15,  Housing 
Act,  1925  : — 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view 

to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  23 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  19 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  5 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  17 


no 


i  o 


46 

37 


(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  1  54 

(6)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  not 

under  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  2  5 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

Number  of  Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries) 
inspected,  71. 

Number  of  nuisances  found,  2;  remedied,  2.  Number  found 
having  insufficient  sanitary  accommodation,  3;  remedied,  3. 


BIRTH-RATE,  DEATH-RATE,  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  DURING 

THE  YEAR  1925. 

Provisional  figures.  The  rates  for  England  and  Wales  have  been  calculated  on  a  population  estimated  to  the  middle 
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GENERAL  REMARKS. 

One  of  the  chief  points  of  interest  noted  during  the  year  is 
our  low  death-rate  of  11.38,  as  compared  with  13,1  for  last  year 
and  12.2  for  England  and  Wales.  This  is  the  lowest  rate 
recorded  since  1921  when  it  was  11.1,  and  the  second  lowest  rate 
ever  recorded  in  the  district. 

Our  birth-rate  is  correspondingly  high,  being  23.0,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  18.3  for  England  and  Wales  and  23.6  for  last  year. 

The  work  accomplished  and  the  remarkable  progress  made 
in  improving  the  health  conditions  during  the  past  five  years  are 
matters  upon  which  the  district  can  be  congratulated,  the  out¬ 
standing  features  of  which  are  the  provision  of  850  new  houses, 
the  sewering  of  Sedgley  and  Upper  Gornal,  and  the  construction 
of  sewage  disposal  works  for  those  areas  ;  the  progress  made  in 
sewering  Eower  Gornal  and  Gornal  Wood,  and  the  provision  of 
disposal  works  in  connection  therewith. 

The  initiative  taken  by  the  Council  to  improve  transport 
facilities  involving  the  reconstruction  of  the  Wolverhampton  to 
Dudley  main  road,  and  in  view  of  the  heavy  commitments  to  be 
faced  the  decision  tO'  build  another  80'  houses. 

Of  the  matters  which  should  receive  early  attention,  may  I 
direct  attention  to  the  importance  of  securing  Street  Improve¬ 
ments,  when  possible,  particularly  at  corners  which,  owing  to 
changes  in  the  mode  of  traffic,  must  now  be  regarded  as 
dangerous. 

Combined  with  my  report  is  that  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector, 
which  furnishes  details  of  work  in  his  department  not  already 
covered.  Thanking  the  Chairman,  Councillors,  and  my  brother 
officers,  more  especially  your  Inspector,  to  whom  much  of  the 
success  of  my  department  is  due,  for  their  hearty  co-operation 
during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  M.  McMIELAN. 

May  1st,  1926. 
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REPORT  of  the  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 


Inspector’s  Office, 

Council  H  ouse, 

Secigley. 

To  the  Chaivoian  afid  Meriihers  of  the  Sedgley  Urban 

District  Council. 

Centlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Report  for  the  year  1925. 

This  is  my  26th  Annual  Report,  and  in  addition  to  the  work 
of  the  year,  contains  a  Summary  of  many  important  matters  dealt 
with  during  the  past  five  years. 

Inspections. 

The  dwelling-houses  inspected  during  the  past  year  number 
052,  of  which  15  inspections  were  made  under  the  previsions  of 
the  Housing  Inspection  Regulations  1910l 

Twenty-three  houses  were  found  to  be  quite  unfit  for  human 
habitation,  and  3  houses  were  found  to  be  not  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation. 

The  action  taken  to  remedy  these  conditions  is  as  follows  : — 
23  houses  were  reported  for  Closure,  and  Closing  Orders  were 
made  in  19  cases ;  2  were  demolished  by  the  owner  at  the 
request  of  the  Council,  the  buildings  having  become  ruinous ; 
and  2  were  under  consideration  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Houses  Rendered  Fit  for  Habitation. 

Ten  houses  have  been  rendered  fit  for  human  habitation,  of 
which  2  were  under  Demolition  Orders,  3  under  Closing  Orders, 
and  5  not  under  Closing  Orders. 
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Structural  alterations  and  additions  were  carried  out  in 
connection  with  the  2  houses  under  Demolition  Orders,  new  roofs, 
floors,  doors  and  windows  being-  provided  ;  the  houses  were  alSo 
provided  with  proper  drainage  connected  with  the  sewer,  and 
with  a  water  closet  and  galvanized  dust  bin  in  each  case. 

These  houses  are  now  sound,  clean  and  in  good  condition, 
and  are  above  the  average  of  housing  conditions  existing  in  the 
older  houses  of  this  district. 

Of  the  houses  not  under  Closing  Orders  which  were  rendeied 
reasonably  fit,  3  were  dealt  with  under  the  provisions  of  Section  28 
Housing  Town  Planning  Act  1919,  now  superseded  by  Section  3 
of  the  Housing  Act  1925. 

Houses  under  Closing  Orders. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  30  houses  under 
Closing  Orders,  of  which  26  were  occupied. 

During  the  year  19  Closing  Orders  were  made.  At  the  end 
of  the  year  there  were  29  houses  under  Closing  Orders,  as 
follows  : — 

22  and  23  Dudley  Road. 

87  'Gospel  End  Street. 

28,  29,  30',  31,  32  and  33  Windmill  Street. 

5  Chase  Road. 

142  and  143  Graveyard  Road. 

4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  16,  17,  18,  19,  20,  24,  25,  25a,  26  and  27 
Jews  Lane. 

26  and  31  Humphrey  Street. 

Of  the  remainder,  3  have  been  rendered  fit,  and  17  have  been 
placed  under  Demolition  Orders. 

During  the  past  five  years  73  Closing  Orders  have  been  made. 

Houses  under  Demolition  Orders. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  22  houses  under 
Demolition  Orders.  Of  these,  one  has  been  demolished  and 
two  have  been  altered  and  reconditioned. 
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Seventeen  Demolition  Orders  were  made  during  the  year. 
There  are  now  36  houses  under  Demolition  Orders,  24  of  which 
are  still  occupied. 

The  list  is  as  follows  : — 

58  Jews  Lane. 

29  Summit  Place. 

31  Vale  Street. 

9  and  10  \4ctoria  Terrace. 

91  Ruiton  Street. 

12,  13,  14,  14a  and  15  Tower  Street. 

25  Dudley  Road. 

1  Beacon  Court,  Bilston  Street. 

1  Cricket  Meadow. 

25b  and  27  Holloway  Street. 

24a,  36  and  37  Kent  Street. 

1  Duke  Street. 

36  Summer  Lane. 

9  Moden  Hill. 

15  Coopers  Bank  Road. 

64,  62,  63,  64,  65,  66,  67,  68,  69,  70,  71,  72  and  73 
Graveyard  Road. 

During  the  past  five  years  37  Demolition  Orders  have  been 
made. 


Houses  Demolished. 

During  the  past  year  3  houses  have  been  demolished,  1  ol 
which  was  demolished  by  the  Council  in  pursuance  of  a 
Demolition  Order. 

During  the  past  five  years  59  houses  have  been  demolished, 
of  which  54  were  under  Demolition  Orders. 

4  he  list  ol  demolitions  is  as  follows  : — 

12  Monument  Lane. 

35,  53,  54  and  55  Summer  Lane. 

22  and  23  Abbey  Road. 

3,  4,  5,  6,  7  and  8  Victoria  Terrace,  Abbey  Road. 

58,  59,  60,  61,  62  and  63  High  Street. 
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16a  Castle  Street. 

21,  22,  23,  24,  25  and  26  Deepdale  Lane. 

6,  7,  8,  9,  10',  11,  12,  13,  14,  15  and  16  Robert  Street. 

38,  39,  67,  74,  75,  76,  77  and  78  Ruiton  Street. 

28,  29  and  30  Jews  Lane. 

34  and  53  Kent  Street. 

43,  44  and  45  Bilston  Street. 

14  Graveyard  Road. 

18  and  19  Dudley  Road. 

3  and  4  Hall  Street. 

29  Cooper’s  Bank  Road. 

Drainage  Work  and  Privy  Conversions. 

The  work  of  providing-  premises  with  proper  drainage,  in 
place  of  the  surface  drains  previously  existing,  and  the  provision 
of  clean  water  closets  to  replace  existing  privies,  is  proceeding 
satisfactorily. 

This  work  was  commenced  in  September,  1924,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  year  42  houses  had  been  provided  with  45  water  closets. 

ITirty-eight  privies  and  24  ashpits  were  abolished,  and  37 
covered  galvanized  bins  provided  in  place  thereof. 

During  the  year  1925,  288  houses  and  3  schools  have  been 
provided  with  covered  watertight  drains.  Idiree  hundred  and 
four  water  closets  have  been  installed  in  connection  therewith, 
and  237  privies  have  been  abolished.  One  hundred  and  fifty-four 
ashpits  have  been  abolished,  and  244  covered  galvanized  bins 
provided  in  place  of  same. 

To'  a  great  extent  the  work  of  securing  the  abolition  of 
privies  has  been  carried  out  by  securing  the  goodwill  of  property 
owners. 

For  several  years  I  have  been  urging  on  all  concerned  the 
desirability  of  doing  this  work  without  waiting  for  the  Council 
to  exercise  their  Statutory  powers,  and  up  to  the  present  I  am 
pleased  to  be  able  tO'  report  that  it  has  been  necessary  in  only 
five  cases  to  serve  Statutory  Notices. 
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My  requests  are  usually  met  by  owners  with  a  promise  to 
proceed  with  the  work  if  I  will  advise  on  the  best  way  of 
carrying-  out  the  improvements  required  and  supervise  the  work. 
In  many  cases  this  involves  reconstruction  of  the  outbuildings, 
rearrangement  and  extension  of  water  supply,  in  addition  to  new 
drainage  and  paving  requirements. 

The  time  taken  up  in  co-operating  with  owners  is,  however, 
more  than  compensated  for  by  the  absence  of  friction,  and  other 
improA  ements  are  often  carried  out  whilst  conversion  is  pro¬ 
ceeding. 

In  connection  with  these  improvements  21  new  washhouses 
have  been  constructed,  with  water  supply  laid  on  to  sink  in  each 
case,  and  wTere  possible  access  to*  the  w.c.  is  given  direct  from 
the  waishhoLise,  giving  privacy  tO'  conveniences  in  common  yards, 
w’hich  has  hitherto  been  impracticable. 

Slaughterhouses. 

The  whole  of  the  Slaughterhouses  are  subject  tO‘  annual 
licences,  expiring  31st  December  each  year. 

In  1914-1915  there  were  11  licensed  Slaughterhouses  in  use. 
\t  the  end  of  1915  the  use  of  a  Slaughterhouse  at  14  Zoar  Street 
was  discontinued.  No  further  licence  has  been  issued  for  this 
premises. 

During  the  period  covered  by  the  Food  Control  Orders  in 
connection  with  the  rationing  of  meat,  all  licences  were 
suspended  and  slaughtering  was  first  confined  to  two  centres. 
Slaughterhouses  Nos.  1  and  7  being  used  for  that  purpose.  At  a 
later  period  four  centres  of  slaughtering  were  sanctioned,  and  at 
the  beginning  of  1920  slaughtering  was  confined  to  Slaughter¬ 
houses  Nos.  1,  3,  7  and  11. 

In  December,  1920,  8  applications  were  received  for  the 
renewml  of  licences.  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  7,  8,  9,  10  and  11.  Licences 
for  these  premises  were  issued  for  12  months  commencing 
1st  January,  1921. 

No  licences  were  issued  in  respect  of  Slaughterhouses  Nos  4 
und  6.  These  premises  are  no  longer  in  use  as  Slaughterhouses. 
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In  September,  1924,  application  to  erect  a  Slaug'hterhouse  at 
50  Hill  Street  was  granted  to  C.  H.  Guest,  the  occupier  of 
Slaughterhouse  No.  2,  situated  at  the  rear  of  38  Vale  Street. 

In  December,  1924,  licence  No.  12  was  granted  to  C.  H. 
Guest  for  the  use  of  the  new  Slaughterhouse  at  50'  Hill  Street, 
on  condition  that  licence  No.  2  was  suspended. 

The  licence  of  Slaughterhouse  No.  2  has  not  been  renewed, 
a  later  application  for  a  licence  being  refused,  chiefly  on  the 
grounds  that  the  situation  of  the  building  was  unsuitable,  the 
structure  abutting  on  an  occupied  dwelling-house. 

4Te  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  Slaughterhouses 
now  in  use. 


No.  OF 
Licence 

Occupier. 

Situation  of  Slaughterhouse. 

*1 

Martha  E.  W.  Marsh 

34  High  Holborn,  Sedgley. 

Edward  4'urner 

13  Abbey  Read,  Lower  Gornal. 

*7 

George  C.  Marsh 

9  Dudley  Street,  Sedgley. 

8 

Louis  P.  Perry 

109  Kent  Street,  Upper  Gornal. 

j  9 

Joseph  R.  Bowyer 

Abbey  Street,  Lower  Gornal. 

10 

Daniel  Field 

9  Lake  Street,  Lower  Gornal. 

*11 

Edward  E.  Wise 

37  New  Street,  Lower  Gcrnal. 

12 

Charles  H.  Guest 

50  Hill  Street,  Upper  Gornal. 

*  In  use  in  1920,  and  during  Control  under  Food  Control  Orders. 


Milk  and  Dairies  Amendment  Act,  1922. 

The  register  now  contains  25  producers  and  35  retailers. 

One  producer  has  left  the  district,  and  the  business  is 
discontinued. 

Six  retailers  have  been  added  to  the  register  during  the 
year,  2  have  left,  and  the  business  is  no  longer  carried  on  at 
the  premises. 

Twenty-two  of  the  producers  are  also  retailers,  the  remaining 
0  disposing  of  their  milk  wholesale. 

Of  the  retailers  who  are  not  producers  only  4  comes  from 
outside,  this  retailer  is  also-  registered  with  a  neighbouring 
/Authority. 
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The  majority  of  the  producers  are  in  a  small  way  oi  business, 
19  keep  cows  varying-  in  number  from  2  to  10,  and  the  remaining- 
G  from  14  upwards. 

The  total  number  of  cows  kept  in  the  district  average  260, 

Joseph  Morgan,  5  Chase  Road,  Lower  Gornal,  who'  was 
removed  from  the  register  of  retailers  in  1924,  again  applied  to  be 
registered  as  a  retailer  of  milk. 

4  ne  application  was  refused. 

Prosecutions. 

4'he  following  legal  proceedings  were  taken  during  the  year  ; — 


Premises. 

Offence. 

Result. 

13  Turls  Hill  Road 

Premises  in  such  a  State 

Order  made,  work  to  be  done 

as  to  be  a  Nuisance  ... 

in  28  days,  and  pay  costs 

£2  13s.  6d. 

12  King’s  Road 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do.  do. 

13  King’s  Road 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do.  do. 

13  Turls  Hill  Road 

Failing  to  obey  Order 

of  Court 

Fined  £5  4s.  Od. 

1  King’s  Road 

Premises  in  such  a  State 

Order  made,  work  to  be  done 

as  to  be  a  Nuisance  ... 

in  14  days,  and  pay  costs 
£2  16s.  Od. 

63  King’s  Road 

Do.  do. 

Order  made,  work  to  be  done 

in  14  days,  and  pay  costs 
£1  15s.  Od. 

54  King’s  Road 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do.  do. 

66  King’s  Road 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do.  do. 

S3  King’s  Road 

hailing  to  obey  Order 

of  Court 

Fined  £5,  and  costs  £3  19s.  6d. 

64  King’s  Road 

Do.  do. 

66  King’s  Road 

Do.  do. 

The  above  cases  were  taken  under  the  Nuisance  Sections  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 


Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Section  73. 

After  warning  several  rag  and  bone  dealers  who  were  found 
distributing  toys  and  salt  in  exchange  for  rags  and  bones, 

L.  Bowater  and  W.  Bowater,  of  Dudley,  was  prosecuted  for 
offences  against  the  above  Section. 
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Each  defendant  was  ordered  to  pay  costs  5/6,  and  were 
warned  by  the  Court  that  any  further  offences  would  be  severely 
dealt  with. 


Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924. 

Proceeding's  were  taken  ag'ainst  the  occupiers  of  Slaughter¬ 
house  No.  11  for  failing  tO'  give  the  required  notice  of  ^aughter- 
ing.  Defendant  was  fined  and  ;£?2  2s.  costs. 

Report  on  the  Removal  and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse. 

I  beg  to  report  as  follows  : — 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour,  Mr.  Pearson 
having  supervision  of  the  men  and  horses  employed. 

There  are  10  men  employed  full  time,  and  occasional  labour 
on  the  tips  as  required. 

The  haulage  work  is  carried  out  by  contract,  the  contractor 
providing  horses  and  drivers  at  a  fixed  rate  per  day. 

"Five  horses  are  fully  employed.  This  arrangement  works 
well,  good  horses  and  drivers  have  been  provided,  and  the  haulage 
work  has  been  carried  out  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

The  district  is  divided  into  five  areas,  three  men  including  the 
horse  driver,  being  allotted  to  each  area. 

During  the  year  12,356  loads  of  refuse  have  been  removed 
fiom  52,907  buildings  at  a  cost  of  3s.  5fd.  per  load  for  wages  and 
haulage. 

The  cost  per  load  again  shows  an  increase,  being  nearly  l|d. 
per  load  over  that  of  last  year,  when  it  was  3s.  d^d. ,  against 
3s.  4d.  for  the  year  1923. 

The  number  of  loads  have  decreased  by  85,  the  total  for  1924 
being  12,441,  and  for  1923,  12,318  loads. 

The  expenditure  in  wages  and  haulage  amounts  tO'  ;/f2,112 
19s.  lid.,  against  ;£'2,056  18s.  3d.  for  1924,  ;£d2,030'  4s.  8d.  in 
1923,  and  ;£?2,20'5  Os.  8d.  for  1922. 


During  the  year  4,751  privies,  4,088  ashpits  and  40,294  ash- 
bins  were  emptied. 

Ashbins  are  emptied  weekly,  with  the  exception- of  a  number 
oi  bins  installed  in  connection  with  a  few  houses  spread  over  a 
wide  area. 


The  latter  receive  attention  fortnioditlv. 

o 

f’rivies  are  emptied  at  periods  \arying  from  two  to  six 
months. 


The  number  of  loads  removed  per  house  shows  little  variation 
during  the  past  four  years,  the  average  being  as  follows  : — In 
1925  a  fraction  under  8  per  house ;  1924,  3  loads ;  1923,  2|  loads  ; 
1922,  31  loads. 

The  cost  per  house  shows  a  cousiderable  increase,  being 
4|d.  over  that  of  the  previous  year. 


The  cost  per  house  for  the  past  five  years  is  as  follows  : — 


1921  Cost  per  House, 


5  J  »  > 


J  5 


1924 

1925 


}  5 


16s,  7|^d. 
11s.  3fd. 
9s.  9fd. 
9s.  lOfd. 
10s.  2i^d. 


Remarks. 


The  average  rate  of  wages  paid  during  1925,  and  the  cost 
per  horse  during  that  period,  were  practically  identical  with  the 
rate  for  the  year  1924. 

The  substantial  increase  in  the  cost  of  this  work  is  therefore 
due  to  other  causes. 

I  referred  to  this  matter  last  year,  when  I  pointed  out  the 
growing  difficulty  experienced  with  regard  tO'  the  disposal  of 
refuse. 

During  the  year  the  position  has  been  rendered  more  acute 
owing  to  the  work  of  Sewering  proceeding  in  Lower  Gornal. 

Our  disposal  costs  have  been  much  increased  by  the  longer 
distances  traversed,  and  by  the  free  tipping  places  being  filled  by 
fhe  spoil  from  the  sewer  trenches. 


Inquiries  have  been  made  with  a  view  to  acquiring-  suitable 
land  for  the  disposal  of  refuse,  and  there  is  now  a  reasonable 
prospect  that  a  site  will  soon  be  available. 

Whth  the  conversion  work  now  proceeding,  the  amount  of 
domestic  refuse  requiring  removal  should  show  an  appreciable 
reduction,  but  up  to  the  present  no  progressive  reduction  is 
noticeable. 

The  quantity  and  character  of  the  refuse  dealt  with  varies 
considerably  in  different  parts  of  the  area. 

Of  the  ashbin  refuse,  the  bins  at  Sedgley  contain  less  ashes, 
and  more  paper  and  light  litter,  which  ought  to  be  burnt  by 
householders. 

At  Lower  Gornal  where  there  are  more  miners  residing,  and 
allowance  coal  freely  used,  the  amount  of  refuse  is  much  greater. 

This  is  due  principally  to  the  inferior  quality  of  the  coal 
supplied,  and  in  many  cases  to  the  wasteful  manner  of  usage. 

Owing  tO'  the  larger  quantity  of  ashbin  refuse  now  dealt  with, 
ii  has  become  necessary  to  employ  a  man  from  time  to  time  to 
gather  up  and  burn  paper  which  otherwise  is  a  cause  of  annoyance 
by  being  blown  about,  particularly  in  stormy  weather. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  repeat  that  a  substantial  saving 
could  be  made  in  the  cost  of  this  work  if  householders  generally 
would  follow  the  advice  constantly  given  to  burn  all  paper  and 
other  combustible  refuse. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WM.  WANE, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


